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The strategic emphasis of the 4th session of the Lazarev Club has been imperatively demanded 

by the need to find and pursue new ways to prevent the loss of the Armenian national 

statehood. The end-product of those efforts should be built upon the coincidence of the 

strategic interests of security and sustainable development of our two fraternal peoples and 

allied states - Russia and Armenia. The existential importance of brainstorming on the problem 

of life and death of the state, as well as its innovative development, was exacerbated by the 

challenge of the upcoming formation of new authorities following the results of the early 

parliamentary elections.  

 

Statesmen and national and international security experts see why I consider it is my duty to 

begin this report with the imperative of implementing the “Armenia-Russian Israel” project in 

the Caucasus and the surrounding region of the Greater Middle East. A professional assessment 

of the nature of the threats and long-term interests of our fraternal Russian and Armenian 

peoples sets the priority of this particular choice. The discussion of this project, as we know, 

unfolded in a narrow circle of the top state leadership, starting in 1992 - with the acquisition of 

a new national statehood by Armenia and Russia. We know from the horse’s mouth that our 

friend and Sparapet Vazgen Sargsyan once thought about this with inspiration. The leader of 

our club, Konstantin Zatulin, also spoke about the promising prospects of this model of building 

Armenia-Russian interstate relations.1 During the Karabakh war, the leadership of our Political 

Science Association considered it necessary to publish the justification for this model on the 

portal of the Moscow Directorate of the club.2 

 

The parallel between the experience of guaranteeing an allied status for Israel by the United 

States for the non-recurrence of the Holocaust against the Jewish people, and from the Russian 

Federation of guaranteeing the non-recurrence of the Genocide against the Armenian people3 - 

in both cases reflected the existential benchmark of strategic security interests. While the motto 

"Never Again" is undeniable, the main priority for both pairs of allies is the imperative of mutual 

assistance to sustainable systemic innovative development.4  

 

The legal and treaty consolidation of the Russian-Armenian allied obligations for the Armenian 

people guaranteed the non-recurrence of the Genocide by Turkey after the massacre of the 

Armenian civilian population in Baku, Kirovabad and Sumgait in the process of the collapse of 

the USSR.5 

 

For Moscow, the military alliance with Armenia has become an important military and military-

political factor in guaranteeing Russia's international security on the Armenian-Turkish border 

with NATO and adjusting the balance of strategic interests of the Russian Federation in its 

confrontation - rivalry with the North Atlantic Alliance.6 Ensuring the mutual security of Armenia 

(RA) and Russia (RF) has obtained additional guarantees in the process of a trust-driven 

cooperation between the RA and the RF in the establishment of the Collective Security Treaty 

and its development into the CSTO. The backbone of the advancement of the Armenian-Russian 

alliance was Russia's assistance in the building and modernization of the Armed Forces of 

Armenia as its reliable military ally in the South Caucasus, as well as of the 102nd Russian base 

in Gyumri.7  
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The world community knows the extremely important role of Russia in preventing a genocide by 

Turkey also today, during the war in Artsakh. It was Russia in the autumn of 2020 that again 

assumed the historical responsibility for ending the military aggression of Turkey and 

Azerbaijan against the Armenian people in Karabakh and on the borders of Armenia. It is 

important to emphasize the fact that the Russian and French intelligence services have officially 

confirmed the terrorist nature of the anti-Armenian Turkish-Azerbaijani aggression.8 In this 

regard, the professional assistance of the Moscow Directorate of the Lazarev Club in promoting 

our academic and expert developments in grounding the urgent deployment of Russian 

peacekeeping forces in Karabakh is highly appreciated.9 

 

The realities of peace and war in the region require considering Russia’s leading role in ending 

the war between Turkey and Azerbaijan in Karabakh, as well as on the state borders of 

Armenia, in the context of the above-mentioned model of Armenian-Russian allied relations. 

The leadership of Russia as an ally of Armenia in peacekeeping gives grounds to recommend 

the Russian authorities to continue their primacy in the co-chairmanship of the Minsk Group on 

the settlement of the Karabakh conflict with the application of the updated Madrid principles 

agreed with the parties to the conflict in 2016 during the summits in Vienna and St. 

Petersburg.10 Russia, as a co-chair of the Minsk Group, has every reason for the initiative 

proposal of the United States and France to assess the genocidal aggression of the Republic of 

Azerbaijan and the Republic of Turkey against the Nagorno-Karabakh Republic - in violation of 

the agreed principles of the non-use of force or the threat of force.11  

 

This internationally legitimate position of Russia can become the basis for the withdrawal of the 

Azerbaijani aggressor's troops beyond the borders of the former Nagorno-Karabakh 

Autonomous Region, followed by a referendum among the population of the Nagorno-Karabakh 

Republic to determine the status of its subjectivity. The implementation of such an 

internationally legitimate approach towards the initiator of the military aggression will 

strengthen the leading role of Russia also in relation to the de-escalation at the Armenian-

Azerbaijani border. This approach will provide an opportunity to stop the escalation stemming 

from the process of delimitation and demarcation of the Armenian-Azerbaijani borders. It is 

expedient for Russia to stop this unprecedented in international practice forced delimitation and 

demarcation imposed by the aggressors against the international legal norms on the sovereign 

territory of the Republic of Armenia.12 

 

At the same time, an important role can be played by the coincidence of interests of the 

Russian Federation and the United States in using the unique resource of the consensual 

approach by the Minsk Group Co-Chairs to advance the American-Russian dialogue on strategic 

stability.13 

 

The leadership of the Russian Federation in settling the consequences of the aggression in 

Karabakh also presupposes the continuation of our cooperation with the Russian security think 

tanks on the innovation of the architecture of the Armenian-Russian relations according to the 

“Armenia-Russian Israel” model. 

 

Among the recognized studies on ensuring mutual security, it is advisable to consider our 

projects on adjusting the model of the Israeli defense system to the interests of the Armenian-

Russian strategic alliance. We are talking about the demand for an innovative revision, taking 

into account the new security realities of the "Nation-Army" - "AZG-BANAK" project, as well as 

the project of adapting the US state system for managing cyberspace resources to the interests 

of modernizing the total power of Armenia with the participation of the World Armenians.14 We 

should note that the project "Nationwide Army" - before its renaming into "AZG-BANAK" - was 

conceived and mostly developed under the leadership of the Minister of Defense Colonel-

General Ohanyan.15 

 

Regarding the forthcoming formation of the new government of Armenia following the early 

parliamentary elections, the task of the meritocratic selection of highly qualified specialists for 

the implementation of the “Armenia-Russian Israel” interstate project is highlighted. Obviously, 

given the reality of the threat of losing the Armenian national statehood, this choice must be 
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infallible. I propose considering Seyran Ohanyan as a model for the selection of such leaders 

with updated knowledge. We know him as a statesman from the 8 years of leadership of the 

defense system. Observers from the international security community, including from Russia 

and the United States, have also confirmed the highest level of combat capability of the Armed 

Forces of the Republic of Armenia within past strategic defense review processes. This standard 

for a senior executive in the selection of personnel for the new authorities is especially 

important from the point of view of possessing modern standards of Smart Power. Precisely 

such professionals in international practice are assessed as  Role Model : a general – academic 

policy maker in the field of leading the modernization of defense systems with the goal of 

setting them up for new generation wars. 

 

In conclusion, we can confidently note the usefulness in the implementation of the “Armenian-

Russian Israel” model of the studies pursued by the Institute for National Strategic Studies of 

the Ministry of Defense of Armenia, as a result of our state academic and expert missions to 

Israel in 2011-2017.  

 

This is about the innovation of a new methodology for revising the National Security Strategy of 

Armenia which should be adapted to the challenges of the new generation wars and to the scale 

of the security interests of the Armenians Worldwide, as well as: 

 

- the Israeli model of parliamentary power architecture instead of the German model currently 

operating in the Republic of Armenia; 

 

- the Israeli model Inner or Military-Political Cabinet16 (Ministerial Committee on National Security 

Affairs) which, on the basis of the strategic consulting of the Institute for National Strategic 

Studies of the RA Ministry of Defense, would draft and make government decisions in the field 

of military policy, as well as on national and international security. 

 

As you can see, the “Armenia-Russian Israel” project under the current realities is a way of 

systemic implementation of the conclusion of the keynote address to the Lazarev Club, namely: 

“Russia and Armenia should be strong in order to overcome external and internal challenges to 

their sustainable development”.17 Thus, our motto in the context of the above assessed realities 

should be the following one: - Let’s go onward to the innovative renewal of the architecture of 

the strategic union of Russia and Armenia following the landmarks of the “Armenia-Russian 

Israel” model. 
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